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EDITORIAL
A Personal Word

o YOU our readers
and Evangelical
TVisitor
supporters, we

A warm "Season's Greeting" is hereby
extended to all who help in the ministry
of the Evangelical Visitor and to those
of you—our readers—who give purpose
and value to a bi-weekly church paper.
Of what value is a paper without readers?
-J. N. H.

say thanks for your
considerateness
in
HE employees
1960. For many kind
of our four
remarks received diChristian
Light
rectly and indirectly,
Bookstores
are
we are deeply gratehappy to extend
ful.
our greetings this
We say thanks to Evangel Press,
Christmas
Seawhose prompt service places the Evanson. We are made
gelical Visitor in the mail in sufficient
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THE CHRISTIAN LIGHT BOOKSTORES
resent Christ and His cause as translated
C. H. HOFFMAN, MGR.
into action through Missions, Colleges,
Benevolent Institutions and Congrega- Elizabethtown, Pa. Chambersburg, Pa.
tions of the Brotherhood.
Nappanee, Ind.
Upland, Calif.
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A Guest Editorial from
World Vision Magazine

Christmas is a Missionary Day
WAS reading my Bible when it struck
Before me was the wondrous old, old
story ever new—what men term "the
Christmas story.'' As always, my heart
was touched by its simple majesty. I
thrilled again to the nostalgic reminder
of the angel's announcement . . . the virgin's sweet acceptance . . . the husband's
trust . . . the shepherds' wonder, and the
angels' chorus.
But this time a new thought had come,
and it brought a new freshness and
meaning and impact to the Christmas
story.
Christmas, I suddenly realized, is a
missionary day. I thought of the words
of David Livingstone: "It is something
to-be a missionary. The morning stars
sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy when they saw the fields
(2)

which the First Missionary was to till.
The great and loving God, before whom
angels veil their faces, had an only Son,
and He was sent to earth as a Missionary-Physician."
Have you ever thought of that? Yes,
the Christmas story is a missionary
story . . . the Christmas message is a
missionary message.
The missionary: the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself.
The One sending the missionary: the
Father ("As My Father hath sent Me"
- J o h n 20:21.).
And the field: the world.
I thought of that as I turned again to
the Christmas story, and suddenly familiar verses took on new meaning, and
familiar incidents assumed a new importance.
(Continued on page eight)
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greetings to our
Evangelical Visitor readers at this
joyous season.
The year has

shown many evidences of God's
|^k
blessing. We have
• •
endeavored
to
make this year
one of ministry to the church and have
appreciated the opportunity of serving
our Sunday schools and churches and of
having a part in their ministry.
As we enter the new year we wish to
make it one of increased service to our
Church. We need God's direction and
your prayers. We welcome your suggestions for new areas of service and
your inquiries in any area in which you
believe we may be of assistance.
May this be for all of you a Joyous
Christmas and a New Year marked by
the consciousness of God's presence.
|Pj^
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How the Prophets Saw the Advent of Christ
Rev. H. W. Buckwalter
s WE read the Old Testament, the
prophets who had so much to do in
A
shaping the history of Israel and of the

world, we discover that the central light
of all their visions and prophecies was
Christ. Every tiling they saw, whether
it was political powers, spiritual decline,
or revival had a definite relation to the
central figure, Christ. Take Him out
of their visions and there will be nothing left but meaningless hodge-podge.
In studying the prophetic aspect of
the birth of Christ, seven distinct facts
stand out before us:

II. THE VERY FAMILY OF HIS BERTH.

No one would attempt to predict in
what family the leading benefactor of
the world will be born fifty years from
now. But the very family of Christ's appearing was definitely pointed out down
through the centuries. All down through
the ages God's people were looking for
that particular Man in a designated
family. Two thousand years after Adam,
Abraham was informed that the Deliverer would appear among his descendents

I.
II.
III.
IV.

T H E VERY FACT OF HIS BIRTH.
THE VERY FAMILY OF HIS BRVTH.
THE VERY PLACE OF HIS BERTH.
THE VERY PECULLVR NATURE OF HIS
BIRTH.
V. THE VERY CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING HIS BIRTH.
VI. THE VERY NAME H E WAS TO RECEIVE AT BERTH.
VII. THE VERY T I M E OF HIS BRVTH.

Let us consider these points.
I. THE

VERY

FACT

OF

HIS

BIRTH.

We naturally expect to see a man arise
from among men who will be the man
for the occasion. Today the world is
looking for a man, or men, who can steer
us out of the fog of economic and political confusion and bring in an era of international peace and good will. The
world is looking for such a man from
our own generation, hoping he is in
college preparing right now.
But the problem is more serious than
this. Man has fallen from grace and it
is impossible for him to redeem himself.
The prophets saw the problem and the
solution. A Man was to be born, a God
man, God in human form who alone
could take away the guilt and power of
sin and restore man to fellowship with
God, and make eternal life possible for
a fallen race. To say that a common
man would be born for this specific purpose was altogether impossible. The
Man the prophets saw was not to be a
development at the time of need, but
His character and work were predetermined, indicating a pre-existence.
Here is the portrait of a mature man cast
in the mould before He was born. His
character and personality were "photographed" in prophetic pronouncements.
As we ponder the following points this
fact of His birth as told by the prophets
becomes all the more marvelous.
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(Gen. 12:3). Then later Abraham was
told which one of his children was the
chosen channel of God's blessing (Gen.
17:19). Jacob was assured that He
would issue from his offspring and not
from Esau's (Gen. 27:29). Then Judah
was told that the Deliverer would appear in his tribe (Gen. 49:10). And
finally He was to appear in the family
line of David (II Sam. 7:16). Here the
course is definitely fixed. He must appear in the royal family and must be the
legal heir to the throne wherever and
whenever He appears.
Now let us notice that at each of these
points we are confronted with a grave
difficulty.
How could the writer of
Genesis 3:15 make the statement that
the Seed of the woman would bruise
the head of the serpent? It is quite
natural to look for deliverance from the
curse, but would it not Lave been more
in accord with rational thinking to predict that some giant or super-man would

rise up some day and slay the serpent
and introduce a plan that would insure
the greatest prosperity and the greatest
happiness.
How did Abraham know that the
blessing would come in his family, and
through Isaac instead of through
Ishmael? Of course, under the circumstances, it was natural for Abraham to
give the preference to Isaac, but then
how account for the strange coincidence
in the blessing on Bebekah by her family
(Gen. 24:60)? Here were two widely
separated families with practically no
intercourse between' them until Abraham's caravan arrived seeking a bride
for Isaac, his son. When it was decided
that Rebecca would go, how was it that
their parting blessing upon her should
be in such perfect accord with what
already had been told to Abraham concerning Isaac?
Why did Isaac on his death bed insist
on pronouncing the blessing on Jacob
instead of on Esau, his first born? Even
after he knew the deception of Jacob he
emphatically reaffirmed, "I have blessed
him; yea, and he shall be blessed" (Gen.
27:33).
How did Jacob know that the Deliverer would come through Judah and not
through any of the other eleven sons?
Would it not have been more in line
with the story to make Joseph for whom
he had made a coat of many colors (Gen.
37:3), or Benjamin whom he loved so
dearly (Gen. 42:38), the honored child
who should be the forebear of the Messiah?
How did Nathan know that the promised Messiah would be found in the
family of David (II Sam. 7:16)?
Now notice that this genealogy is
not traced backward from father to
grandfather and on backward to illustrious forebears, like we do today, but
the coming of this particular Man in this
particular family is here told beforehand. Like the guiding star to the wise
men, we have here the finger of God
pointing unerringly down through the
centuries to the very family in which
Christ should appear.
Again, if Jesus was the mere man that
some claim he was, then how could He
have chosen His ancestors so specifically
through that maze of intermarriages? If
pious Jews and religious enthusiasts
(Continued on page eight)
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In the
FULLNESS
of Time

our world today if it were controlled by
one great power. The Greek language
prevailed, and also its literature and culture (art, music, philosophy, and
science). And, of course, with all this
came a spirit of inquiry. This spirit
turned its attention to the valuable and
authentic records of the Jews, and these
records extended with great minuteness
and accuracy further than any other nation could boast; indeed, they extended
back to the very dawn of time. Since
these records were so accurate, Ptolemy
desired to place the Jewish records
(scriptures) in his library, so proceeded
to have the Old Testament translated

There was not only a universal language, but there was a universal government. No passports, no visas, no money
exchange. What an opportunity for the
spread of the Gospel!
Means of communication were excellent for that day. There was a very good
mail system, and roads were exceptionally good. One of the most important
factors was the fact that the world enjoyed universal peace. Perhaps this was
the only time in the history of the world
that this can be said.
Religion has never benefited by war.
During war years immorality, crime, and
wickedness nourish.

into Greek. This is known today as the
Septuagint. By the universality of the
Greek language the Septuagint became
known throughout the then known
world, and the knowledge of the true
God, who never leaves Himself without
a witness, was thus communicated to
the Gentiles.
History calls 1 A.D. to 100 A.D. the
golden age. This was the age in which
Christ was born and carried on His
work.
The Macedonian Empire preceded the
Roman Empire. Alexander, by his great
conquests, had spread the superior Greek
culture, language, literature, art, music,
philosophy and science throughout the
world. Although the Romans were ruling, and not the Macedonians, the culture of the Macedonians continued for
many years.
Art has always been a great help to
the Christian church. Christ was born
at a time when fine art was certainly
flourishing. If one thing more than another has hindered the spread of the Gospel, it is the many languages. When
Christ was born, the Greek language was
known and spoken everywhere. From
the time of the Tower of Babel there had
never been another time when there was
such a universal language.

The Roman Empire welcomed all religions. Let us note that Christ's followers were not persecuted by the state
government, but by the followers of
other religions.
For many years people had been following all kinds of religions, seeking
after the "hope of the world" and were
only going around in circles. This is
just as true today as it was then. Christ
is the only hope of the world.
If at any time the world was prepared
for the rise and spread of Christianity
it was at this time. After considering all
these facts we can surely say with Paul,
"God sent his son in the fullness of time."
His coming was not only announced
by man; it was announced by angels.
(Luke 1:30-33 and Luke 2:10, 11) The
angels did not only announce His birth;
they also named Him.
Surely Jesus' birth was an unusual occurrence; His entire life was unusual.
No one was ever so kind, gracious, tender, pure and noble as Jesus. He really
proved himself to be God's son by His
life. The life He lived should prove to
us that He was truly the Son of the Most
High God. By His immaculate life He
proves that He is qualified to be our
Saviour.

Paull E. Harder

T WAS close to four thousand years from
the time God first promised to send a
IRedeemer,
that the Redeemer really ar-

rived in the person of His Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ. From that time to this,
many persons have asked and are still
asking: Why did God stay the coming
of the Redeemer so long? To this inquiry no one has been able to give a
satisfactory answer. But we read in Gal.
4:4, 5 "that when the fullness of time was
come, God sent his own Son . . ." God
always does things "in the fullness of
time." We may pray for certain things
and not seem to get an answer, but, "in
the fullness of time," God will answer
in His own good way. The Jews had
been praying for generations for a Redeemer. God answered their prayers,
not in the way they desired or expected,
but in His way and in His time. We
must learn when we ask God for something, to accept • His time and way as
best.
It has been said "God works in mysterious ways his wonders to perform."
This saying was certainly proved when
the baby Jesus was born of a lowly
virgin. Little did anyone think at the
time that the little babe would redeem
His people and indeed the whole world
from their sins.
Was the coming of Jesus, "in the fullness of time" as far as the world was concerned? Yes, the world was exceptionally well prepared, but the people were
not. Let us look at the history of the
world at the time of the Redeemer's birth
and see how it was really "in the fullness
of time." Rome was in the meridian of
her- glory when Christ was born. All
the then known world was either subject
to her or bound by treaties. Imagine

(4)
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MISSION:
High School Camps, Hagi, Japan —

"Many Believed"
Again — answered
so thankful I could find God for the
I AMfirst
time."
"I was so glad to learn that God holds

me in His hand and as long as I hold on
to Him He will never let me go."
"I was truly revived in my heart."
"I wish all my friends would come to
camp next year."
"I know God sent me to camp this
year. I thank Him."
These are a sampling of testimonies
from some of the 52 young people who
participated in the junior high and senior
high Christian camps in Hagi, Japan,
this August.
Prayers were offered earnestly from
Hagi and Senzaki believers and from the
American church for God to work defi-

prayer

nitely among the young people. And
God heard and came and moved among
us.
The young people listened eagerly,
hungrily to the Word which is Life
Eternal. A goodly number among them
heard the Gospel for the first time. Almost all were receptive. Many believed.
And God allowed us to see the immediate fruit of eight baptisms this fall
among the high school students who
went to camp. Four of these were confronted by the claims of Christ for the
first time at camp. For this unusual
manifestation of God's power we praise
Him.
In addition to the eight who followed
the Lord in baptism, three others re-

Morning devotions at High School Camp,
Pete Willms leading.

quested baptism but were prevented
from obeying the Lord this year by parental opposition.
God gave victory at camp, but the
enemy is trying to undermine the work
of the Spirit. In the same way we believed that God would bless the camp,
let us believe that He will overcome the
attacks which Satan is bringing upon
these students who responded to the
Savior. "For this is the victory which
overcometh the world, even our faith."
Thelma Book

Junior High and Senior High Campers with Doyle and Thelma Book and other counsellors.

For a Missionary Emphasis
on Your Bulletin Board
Arouse interest, comment, conversation about missions and missionaries and
remember longer what you have read.
Nothing to buy! Just take out the missions pages from your Visitor—after you
have finished reading them—especially
those with clear pictures and big headlines and post them on your bulletin
boards. (Don't leave the same ones on
for years!) You don't want to mutilate
your Visitor? Good! There's someone
December 12, 1960

in the congregation who will be glad to
furnish you with copies.
Good for church, Sunday School,
Crusaders, W.M.P.C.—we've seen it
done!

Arrived Safely
November 17
Brother Jacob Kuhns, acting for the
Executive Secretary now touring missions in Africa, received today a cablegram from Cape Town dated November
17: "Arrived safely November 16. Mis-

sionary Party." The party consists of
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman, Misses Miriam
Heise, Erma Lehman, and two 1-W
workers: Cornelius Musser and Marshall
Poe.
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Lenhert arrived
back in New York today by plane. Dr.
Lenhert is returning from a visit to India
where he and Brother Samuel Wolgemuth, Chairman of the Board for World
Missions, held conferences concerning
our work there. Mrs. Lenhert accompanied her husband as far as England,
where she visited a son and daughter
presently located there.
We give thanks for traveling mercies!

(5)

They Bravely
Served
ow is this that our missionaries are
H
coming home from Cuba, while at
the same time reports are circulated that

this is the golden moment for evangelicals to take the island for God? We
have prayed, invested money, and sent
workers to build a program geared to
reach the unreached, yet mission post
after mission post is being evacuate4 by
American personnel. Why do they beat
a sudden retreat if, as reported in Evangelical Visitor (August 8, news report),
this is the heyday for evangelical witness? Are they running away because
they imagine things worse than they are?
Are they letting the church down?
Yesterday evening we had the opportunity to hear a report by our missionaries just returned from Cuba, and our
questions were answered as our beloved
missionaries unburdened the pent up
emotions of their hearts. One left the
service feeling that here are people who
know whereof they speak. Indeed, here
are those who have risked their lives for
the Gospel—only ninety miles from the
land of freedom. Here are people who
were under constant pressure of being
spied upon, of their speaking a word out
of turn and of its being recorded by
wrist watch microphone— and who were
subject to intrusions of their home without notice. Who of us needs to survey
our listeners in order to be at least relatively certain that there are no strangers
present who might seek reprisal on the
missionary or national Christians? Who
in our constitutency is in jeopardy of
being carried to jail or of facing a firing
s~uad for just saying, "I think it is com(6)

munist inspired"? Where is the person
among us who has had a reputed
"health officer" carefully search his entire house for "mosquitoes"—inspecting
even burned stains on frying pans
(which might suggest the making of
ammunition)—or his premises searched
to see if there is any freshly disturbed
ground where there could be a "nest
of dangerous mosquitoes"? To this, and
much more, our missionaries were subjected in recent months.
How about those reports that Cuba
can be covered from end to end with
Gospel literature which will make the
island fall as a ripe plum into evangelical hands? Where are the millions
of pieces of literature and the thousands
of Bibles purported to have been rushed
to the island for ready distribution? Circulation of such is forbidden by government order. And our missionaries lived
just fourteen miles from Havana, the
capital city from which these reports are
supposed to have come—and they never
heard anything of the man or his literature.
What appeared at one point to be a
heyday for the Gospel outreach, say our
missionaries, was only a readjustment of
the "noose" that was to silence the gospel
witness—for the present at least—in
Cuba.
Yes, I am convinced that these missionaries are not running away from the
battle but are of those who even now
are risking their lives for the Gospel.
They have not let the church down.
The Board for World Missions was led
of the Lord in approving their return to
the United States.
In these disappointing days, let us
pray fervently for our work in Cuba as it
continues under the direction of native
workers. Pray for those who have returned that they may be sustained in this
time of great concern for the work they
have left and that they will find the area
of service in which God would now have
them serve.
Gerald Wingert, Orlando, Fla.

Sunday School Rally Day
at Bulawayo
joined the Forward CamW
paign and that was the theme of
the program made out by the S. S. ComE HAVE

mittee. Here in Bulawayo we decided to
have the adults and children come to
the same service—instead of having the
children at 9:30 and the adults at 11:00
as we usually do. We announced the
services for Lobengula and Mpopoma
for 10:30; however, the Sunday before
when Pastor Vundla was making a spe-

cial announcement he said 9:30. I
guess he wanted to get the people there
on time! Well, when I arrived Sunday
morning at 9:00, the church yard was
filled with children as usual. Adults
started arriving shortly afterwards. We
had 257 children and adults in the
Mpopoma service—twice as many as we
had the Sunday before in the children's
and adults schools combined. We were
pleased and we're hoping that these will
continue to come regularly. At Lobengula where Pete [Stern] and Martha
[Long] went, they had 106.
I've been working on regular attendance and have been giving small awards
for each four Sundays of perfect attendance. I really think it helps; and I'm
hoping that after a year of this kind of
effort they will be in the habit of attending, so that it won't matter whether they
get awards or not. This Sunday I will
have seven pupils who will have been
present twenty Sundays without missing
[a good record for a city location! Ed.].
I've also been working on memory
work—trying to get the children to learn
their weekly S. S. verses, the Lord's
Prayer, and also various Psalms, including the 23rd, 100th, 121st, 24th, and 8th.
I have seven who have said all of these
. . . One of the boys said the 24th Psalm
and received an award card. The next
Sunday he came back to say Matthew 5:
3-11 in English. He said it very well,
and I asked him where he had learned
it—at school? No, it was on the back of
the card I had given him the Sunday
before!
Lois Davidson

When You Pray for
Missionaries . . .
1. It is not always necessary that you
ask God to give us good health. The
important thing is that He give us the
measure of health that will best glorify
Him.
2. We do not want you to pray that
God will give us an easy path on the
mission field and remove obstacles, but
rather that He will give us strength and
grace to overcome for Him.
3. It is not so important that you pray
that God should bless our activities as
that He should direct our activities, for
it is easy for time and energy to be spent
on second-best things.
4. Do not pray for us as though we
automatically lived on a higher plane.
It is possible to do missionary work
simply in the energy of the flesh. Pray
that the love of Christ may constrain us
in all that we do.
An unknown missionary in World Vision
Evangelical Visitor

Christmas Day! The group of Christians
in front of Raska's new church. Note the
archway leading into the courtyard and the
large Welcome sign. A truly indigenous setup! Eighty Christians and friends, including
children, came in the night before Christmas,
carrying their little bundles of clothes and rice.
They took an offering among themselves to
buy the goat for the feast. To see the long
row of Christians walk to the front with their
"offering of love" balanced on their heads was
thrilling. They knelt, and Patros, with outstretched arms, prayed—a beautiful and touching sight.
Kathryn
Engle

Raska and Phoebe and their family of girls standing (left) in front of the
church which they built. Kaska's big ambition was to have a church in
his village and to have it finished by Christmas of 1959 for the big Christmas Day services. H e started in time and accomplished his aim. H e
hauled in the clay with his ox cart; Phoebe and the girls put up the mud
walls. They managed, too, to get on a grass roof in time for the "big
meeting" on Christmas Day.
The old place of worship was a' cattle shelter on the same site. [And,
let us say it softly, H E was born in a manger!]

A Christmas
in India

"Let me introduce you to some who have
recently rung our doorbell."

"First Floor" in New Delhi
Leoda Buckwalter
wooden sign tacked
A
above our entrance at the back of a
new and modern three-storied apartN UNPRETENTIOUS

ment building in New Delhi speaks for
us of a new house, new occupants, new
beginnings, new horizons. For Allen and
I are here on a six months' special assignment to missionary radio. The studio
right across the street puts all southeastern Asia within our grasp. But that
is another story; today we confine ourselves to the activities on "1st floor"—
second floor in the States, as we were
reminded when we went house-hunting.
A Punjabi retired chief engineer and
his family live on the ground floor below,
and an educated Punjabi "Miss India"
above. We hear the rasping cough of
the cook, the ringing of the telephone,
the delighted greeting of a guest, and
December 12, I960

the quick steps of young people running
up and down the stairs. We have long
heard of the new India. Now we are
part of it, after having spent twenty
years in North Bihar. In many ways this
is a new and different world, and yet
there is much here which we recognize
from former experience. We find that
our Hindi is still useful, that singing our
familiar Bhajan tunes still calls for the
same delighted response from the listener, that the clear reading of the Word
and witness to a living Lord is just as
effective here in New Delhi as in any
other part of India. We find that there
are many hungry hearts in this big, busy
city. Some of them are beating a track
to our first floor. Let me introduce you
to some who have recently rung our
doorbell.

First, meet our friend KANCHEN.
Kanchen is the university graduate
living on the floor above us. She is
working as a secretary in an industrial
firm several miles from here. Kanchen is
nominally Hindu, very pretty and a lively conversationalist. She came to the
door soon after we arrived.
"Come in," I said.
As she entered, she took a quick glance
around. Her tone and manner were
friendly. In perfect, clearlv-spoken English she said, "I am so glad you have
come. I was afraid before. Now I
won't be afraid anymore."
Soon her eyes fell on Sallman's "Head
of Christ." Her face brightened. "I used
to te^ch in a Convent," she said. "You
are Christians."
"Yes," I answered, "but we are not
Catholics. We are Protestants."
"What is the difference?" asked Kanchen. We were soon in earnest conversat ; on concerning the authority of the
Bible as the Word of God. This led to
her accepting a Bible, and in later contacts I have been able to lay the claims of
Tesus Christ clearly before my new
friend.
(To be continued)

(7)

HOME MISSIONS
BLANDBURG, PA.

A growing Sunday School—that has
been an encouraging aspect of the work
here in the mountains of western Pennsylvania. There has been a gradual increase throughout the year with the recent Forward Campaign showing a gain
in regular attendance over the previous
year.
The Summer Bible School, with an enrollment of 88, was attended and evidenced good interest. On decision night
21 responded to the invitation. Sister
Marjorie Helsel from Altoona brought
the message. Leora assisted in the Vacation Bible School as well as local folks.
Attendance awards were issued to 46.
The spring and fall revivals were times
of refreshing for the church. God spoke
to the saved and the unsaved through
His servants. Wm. Engle, Dayton,
Ohio, served in the spring meetings and
Harry L. Brubaker, Mount Joy, Pa., was
the fall evangelist.
The Youth Camp, sponsored by the
churches of western Pennsylvania, was
held at Boxbury. Bepresentatives from
Blandburg attended this challenging
camp. Good speakers with Bible instruction and inspiration made it a significant event on our calendar. We
were happy for the privilege to share
in this camp.
A joint missionary conference was
held in April with the Altoona church.
In its various sessions the challenges of
our God-ordained task were brought into sharp focus. Beulah Arnold's report on
her work in India was a highlight.
Due to the illness of Edith Davidson
the "Ediths" are leaving the Blandburg
work as of November 10. A farewell was
held for them on November 6, after
which they returned to their homes in
Indiana.
Bev. and Mrs. Herman Miller continue to serve in the pastorate, driving
up the mountain for each service from
their home in Altoona. Pray for these
servants of the Lord in this responsibility.
We thank all those who have shared
in the work and continue to pray for
this work at Blandburg. There are still
needy souls who have not yet yielded
to the convicting Spirit of God. The
Lord has been good to us in many ways
while serving at Blandburg a little over
three years.
Thank you again, and God bless each
one of you as you pray and stand by the
work.
— The "Ediths"
NOTE: This revort was made at the
reiuest of the Mission Overseer, Rev.
Albert H. Engle
(8)

Christmas a Missionary
Day
(Continued from page two)
I read, as often I had read before, of
the Wise Men who came from the East.
But now even their gifts took on new
significance.
They brought gold. Gold, as if in
tribute to a king. A King? Here? In
these humble surroundings? But where,
one might ask, are His robes of royal
purple . . . where is His crown of purest
gold? Then I realized that even here
He was a King. His throne—the arms
of mother love. His crown—the wondrous light of the mysterious star. His
^ff*HU|
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sceptre—the power inherent in His baby
hands—the hands that were to cause the
blind to see, the lame to rise up and
walk, the dead to live. More than that,
here was the One whose kingdom some
glad day shall stretch from shore to
shore, the One before whom some day
every knee shall bow. This is our missionary message!
They brought frankincense. I remembered how the incense in the days of old
ascended toward the Father in Heaven,
symbolizing a sacrifice with which He
was well pleased, representing worship
of the Most High. And I was reminded
that here, in the form of the tiny Baby,
was the God of creation identifying Himself with all mankind. Here, as Wesley
put it, was "God contracted to a span.''
And here is our missionary motive—that
men everywhere bow in worship before
the true and living God!
And they brought myrrh. Why the
myrrh? I'm sure the Wise Men did not
realize the ominous portent of their gift;
but my mind turned to John 19:39,
where we read that Nicodemus, after
the crucifixion, brought myrrh. Why?
As embalming fluid for the body of the
Lord Jesus! Yes, even here in the early
glad days of His life, there was the shadow of His death—and the reminder of
the great purpose of His missionary
journev to this earth. He was born to
die. He lived that He might die—and
He died that we might live!

So now, we move back through the
years of time. We stand in the little
house and see Mary and Joseph and the
Infant Jesus. We see the Wise Men,
and we note the gifts they brought.
We see the peaceful baby brow, like
that of any child. But then we remember who He is and why He has come,
and suddenly we seem to see a crown of
sparkling gold! And then we think still
deeper, look still closer—and see the
crown of thorns upon His brow.
We see the eyes of the Baby Jesus.
Then we remember who He is and why
He has come, and for a moment those
little eyes seem to blaze with the light of
omniscience, the wisdom of the ages!
But we think once again—and suddenly
see those same eyes tear-dimmed at
Gethsemane.
We see the chubby little hands—so like
the hands of any little one. Then we
look closer, think deeper—and suddenly
we seem to see in them the sceptre of
His power, all power! But we look still
more closely, think yet more deeply—
and we see the print of the nails in His
hands.
Yes, God had only one Son . . . and
He was a missionary. A pioneer missionary! A missionary martyr!
The Christmas story is a missionary
story.
Christmas is a missionary day!

The Prophets and the
Advent
(Continued from page three)
down through the years had attempted
to make a series of predictions concerning the world's Redeemer, we know what
confusion the result would have been.
But the number of details in these predictions have made the fraction of probability so infinitely small that nothing
short of a miracle of almighty God could
have mapped out this genealogy. The
fact is that God knows the future as an
open book, and He knew exactly when
and where Jesus would be born and had
the prophets mark out the line for us in
their writings so that all doubts should
be removed, and every tongue should
confess that this is the very Christ of
God.
HI.

T H E VERY PLACE OF HIS BIRTH.

The exact place of the birth was foreseen by Micah over seven hundred years
before: "But thou Bethlehem Ephratah,
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He
come forth unto me that is to be ruler
in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting" (Micah
5:2). (Note that this prophecy also deEvangelical Visitor

clares the eternal past existence of
C h r i s t ) . No matter who a p p e a r e d a n d
posed as the Messiah, and no matter h o w
good his other qualifications might have
been, if he was not born in Bethlehem
his fraud would at once appear.
T h e importance of this prophecy was
well estimated by the Jewish leaders
w h e n the Magi passed through Jerusalem ( M a t . 2:1-6). A few days later
the wicked H e r o d used this same prophecy as a guide in his attempt to destroy any possible rival to his throne.
But in his madness to t h w a r t the purposes of God h e unwittingly fulfilled
another (Jer. 3 2 : 1 5 ) . T h e n thirty years
later it was this same prophecy that the
scribes
and
Pharisees
and
priests
stumbled over in refusing the very Person for w h o m the whole nation was anxiously looking. T h e y jumped to the conclusion t h a t because H e was reared in
Nazareth, H e was necessarily born there.
H a d they been fair-minded a n d gathered
all the evidence, they might have been
filled with admiration at the remarkable
accuracy of the prophetic pronouncements.
IV.

THE

VERY

PECULIAR

NATURE

OF

H I S BIRTH. This Man was not born like
other men. "Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, a n d
shall call his n a m e I m m a n u e i " (Isa. 7:
14) This has b e e n a controversial point
in theological circles for years. This is
one of the fundamental points the modernists have so stoutly denied as a biological impossibility. However, they
fail to mention that virgin birth in other
forms of life is a common process of nature. Any apiarist knows that all drone
or male bees are virgin born. But w h y
stumble at this "impossibility"?
Are
not all these prophetic details impossibilities so far as h u m a n foresight is concerned; or the possibility of any individual or group of individuals attempting to
deliberately fulfill these prophecies?
O n e is just as great a miracle as the
other. This particular Man mentioned
in the prophecies h a d to b e virgin born.
This was the question Jesus p u t to the
Pharisees a n d silenced t h e m (Mat. 22:
41-46). "If David then call him Lord,
h o w is he his son?" H e was God incarnate in order to b e the Saviour of mankind. (See Jno. 1:1-5; H e b . 1:5-13).
V.

T H E VERY CIRCUMSTANCES A T T E N D -

ING H I S BIRTH. In royal families,
when an heir is born to the throne,
there is great rejoicing throughout the
realm. But it was not to b e so in
this case. There was to b e no fanfare
of trumpets, no feasting nor rejoicing; instead there was to b e weeping.
"Rachel weeping for her children, a n d
would not b e comforted, because they
w e r e n o t " (Jer. 3 1 : 1 5 ) . Some tragic
December
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thing was to h a p p e n that would take
away m a n y children w h e n Christ was
born, b u t what that tragic thing was the
p r o p h e t did not reveal. H e r o d in his
madness fulfilled this prophecy, b u t
failed to get the object of his jealousy.
Something would necessitate taking the
child into E g y p t ( H o s e a 11:1). T h e n
Isa. 11:1 with Mat. 2:23 tell us that H e
was to live at Nazareth. But the striking truth is that H e was to b e born a n d
reared in poverty. H e was to b e a root
out of dry ground: he h a t h no form nor
comeliness; a n d w h e n w e see him, there
is no b e a u t y that w e should desire him
(Isa. 5 3 : 2 ) .
VI.

THE

VERY

NAME

HE

WAS

TO

RECEIVE AT BIRTH. "They shall call his
n a m e I m m a n u e i " (Isa. 7:14). At t h e annunciation the angel told Mary t h a t her
son was to b e called Jesus for H e shall
save His people from their sins. T h e n before the angel d e p a r t e d h e said that the
child shall b e called the Son of God ( L u .
1:31). This corresponds with what Isaiah
said, that His n a m e shall b e called Immanuei, or God with us. (Isa. 9 : 6 ) .
While H e did not go b y these names during His earthly ministry, yet they are
remarkable in that they so clearly fit His
character. Herein is the miracle, that His
character and personality were so finely
defined h u n d r e d s of years before H e
was born. Just another proof of His
deity.
VII.

THE

VERY

T I M E OF HIS

BIRTH.

As we take u p these prophetic details
of the birth of the Messiah, w e are
greatly impressed with the stupidity of
the priests a n d Pharisees, that they w e r e
not able to identify t h e Christ. T h e
prophets h a d given t h e m a b u n d a n t
means by which to identify the Christ;
a n d then to make it doubly sure t h e
prophets told the very year in which H e
was to appear. This is found in the
ninth chapter of Daniel. In verse 25
the p r o p h e t says, "Unto the Messiah the
Prince shall b e seven weeks, a n d threescore and two weeks." I n other words,
there were to b e sixty-nine sevens unto
the Messiah.
Bible students t a k e these weeks, or
sevens, to represent years. And the
p r o p h e t is told just exactly w h e n to begin counting. T h e statement is very
clear, "Know therefore and understand,
that from the going forth of the comm a n d m e n t to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah t h e Prince shall
b e seven weeks and threescore and two
weeks" ( D a n . 9:25). Ezra tells us that
this took place in the seventh year of
Artaxerxes the king. Artaxerxes b e g a n
to reign in 463 B.C. a n d the seventh
year of his reign would b e 457 B.C. Now,
drive a stake here a n d measure down
483 years, or sixty-nine sevens, and w e
come to 26 A.D. N o w turn to the third

Tolerance
Frances

Stocktvell

Lovell

T h e night was m u c h too long
for Mary, weak with travail
and the love she bore
her Son. Above His wail
she h e a r d the bleat of sheep
and sound of cattle. ' T h e r e were m e n
who crowded full t h e tiny
manger place w h e n
she b u t yearned for quiet.
All patiently
she waited for a time
when there would only b e
Joseph, her Beloved,
and her new-found Son;
her family alone—
when the kings were done.
—Christian

Living

chapter of L u k e which fixes a definite
date for the preaching of John Baptist
and the beginning of the ministry of
Jesus, a n d according to Ussher, in the
margins of many Bibles this was 26 A.D.
N o w turn to Lu. 3:23 a n d read, "And
Jesus himself b e g a n to b e about thirty
years of age." This was at the time of
His baptism in the first year of the
preaching of John Baptist, or A.D. 26.
Thus we see t h a t the appearing of Jesus
was definitely foretold over four hund r e d years before H e was born.
We
cannot help b u t wonder h o w it was that
those doctors of t h e law in the days of
Jesus should b e so dense w h e n they
w e r e so critical in their quotations of
prophecy with reference to their Messiah. W h e n w e consider these prophecies respecting the birth of Christ and see
h o w full a n d complete they w e r e a n d
then see h o w remarkably a n d exactly
every detail was fulfilled, w e cannot help
b u t b e amazed at the carefulness with
which God h a d written the Bible. It
should inspire in us a greater reverence
a n d faith in His Word.
( F o r a fuller explanation of Dan. 9th
chapt., see The Wonders of Prophecy b y
John U r q u h a r t )
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It's Christmas Around the World

KOREA:

Orphans Sing
by James Cornelson
in Korea is in some ways
C
much like Christmas at home. For
some, however, it is a very new and
HRISTMAS

wonderful experience.
We are able to buy a Christmas tree
and decorate it with trimmings from
home. Our children, just as others, are
thrilled with the Christmas story, the
carols, and the gifts we share as a
family.
On the narrow streets of Pusan, people hurry about, looking for small toys,
candy, and gifts to give for Christmas.
This, too, reminds us of home; but when
we see their poverty, both physical and
spiritual, our hearts are filled with sorrow for them. Sorrow, however, is turned
to joy when we have opportunity to tell
the story of Christmas and some of them
learn of the Saviour's love.
For the orphan children, the joy of the
Christmas message has made all the difference in the world. Here at Chuk Pok
San, one of TEAM'S homes for children
in Pusan, more than 150 children gather
in the warm, cozy room for the Christmas program. Trie excitement is hushed
as Kim Mu Kil walks to the platform to
sing, "Silent Night."
We all wonder how this new orphan
boy will do his part. He had never sung
a Christmas carol before coming to the
orphanage, but now he knows the Saviour and for weeks has been practicing
the song. All of us are amazed as he
sings clearly and joyfully,
Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright.
As he returns to his place, we can see his
joy and satisfaction in singing for the
Lord.
Late that night Kim Mu Kil lies awake
while the other boys are asleep. He
thinks of how different his life has been
since he came to the orphanage. While
his parents were living, the family celebrated other holidays that were quite
different from this one. Placing food at
the graves of his grandparents for their
spirits to eat and worshiping idols in the
temple all seem so foolish, now that he
knows the living Christ. He sobs quietly,
realizing that his mother and father had
never heard about Jesus.
Then Kim Mu Kil begins to pray:
"Dear Jesus, thank you for giving
yourself for me and for living in my
heart.
(10)

"Thank you for the missionaries who
come to help orphan children like me,
and thank you for people in America
who pray and give so that we can hear
about how you were born.
"And please, Jesus, the people who
pray to heathen gods like my mother
and father did, please let them hear
about you and believe before they die
Kim Mu Kil falls asleep quietly humming:
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
SO. AFRICA:

W e Share Our Joys
by Katherine Gurzi
that during the first ChristIcame
mas I was in South Africa, I soon beaccustomed to hearing the words,
REMEMBER

"Khisimusi box! Khisimusi box!" Young
and old, educated and illiterate, the
poor and not so poor—all wanted a
Christmas gift. Using half Zulu and
half English, they soon made us understand that they expected us to give them
something.
I learned, too, that the gift need not
be anything large or expensive. A bright
little ribbon, a piece of candy, some
article of used clothing—all these were
very acceptable. Soap and mirrors,
however, were the favorites.
According to South African custom,
we always received something in return.
It might be a small stone, a hand-woven
mat, or brightly colored beads. If we
were given a feather, it could mean that
a chicken would soon follow but was

now being fattened. Although the little
items we received were often completely useless to us, still they warmed
our hearts. To me, as a new missionary,
it meant that I had been accepted. The
people had not forgotten me at Christmas time.
My most vivid memory of that first
Christmas, however, concerns our Sunday school parties. Missionaries and
African student nurses from the Mosvold
Mission Hospital conduct nine Sunday
schools, most of them held out of doors
where rocks on the hillside are used for
chairs.
It was raining on Christmas morning,
but we could not disappoint the children. It took three vehicles to carry the
teachers and the treats to the nine Sunday schools.
The children in each group had been
told to be sure to bring their cups. They
brought them, anything that would hold
water, from rusty tin cans to chipped
porcelain "bowls. While the children
listened to the Christmas story, a fire
was made and a big, black iron pot
filled with water was set on to boil. No
party is a success out here unless there
is tea, and even the tea is not considered
good unless the cup is almost half full
of brown sugar. There must also be
bread and jam, a favorite treat and perhaps the most substantial food that
some would have that day.
As soon as the class was dismissed, the
civos were filled to the brim with boiling
black tea and the bread was passed.
Each child also received a little bag of
candy, a Christmas card with a Zulu
Bible verse printed on it, and a gospel
tract.
(Continued on page thirteen)
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YOUTH
HE city was aglow with Christmas
lights glittering through the falling
Tsnow
when Richard Becker boarded the

Clay Street bus. His overcoat buttoned
up tight and his hat pulled well forward
to ward off the falling flakes, he looked
like any other young man going home
from work a few days before Christmas.
But glancing out the bus window at
the still-crowded streets filled with peop]e going home to warm family circ'es,
his eyes clouded with a sad, wistful
shadow. He saw the peoole laden with
packages and thought of the children
who would pounce on them with joy
come Christmas morning while their
parents looked on with love and warm
affection.
Sitting there on the bus, Richard remembered Christmases at the orphanage. They had been joyous times, for
no matter how much the Home may
have been forgotten during the year the
children were showered with gifts and
festive foods at this season. But Richard
sighed and thought for what seemed
the millionth time, it was not like your
own home with your own family around
you.
He was almost sorry when the bus left
the busy, well-lit streets and entered the
dark, quiet section of rooming houses
where he lived. Still he felt that his
room was not a bad place at all as he
let himself in. It was comfortable and
just now looked especially cheery with
the little wreathes which Vinnie had
placed in the two windows. 7 suvpose
the only reason it seems kind of lonely
is because I was used to so many at the
Home, he thought.
He picked up the mail under his door
and the letter there brought a smile to
his face. It was from the Wehniers who
had been in charge of the orphans' home
where he grew up. They were retired
now, but they kept a warm interest in
their scattered "family" and this was an
invitation for him to have Christmas
dinner with them at their home.
Of course he would accept their
kindness. He had thought of eating in
a restaurant unless someone at church or
a neighbor invited him. Vinnie was out
of town with her grandmother so they
could not be together.
Thoughts of Vinnie brought him both
pleasure and sadness. With her shy
dark eyes and encouraging smile she
was the kindest closest friend he had.
Their Saturday night dates were the
brightest spot of the week for him. She
lived in a rooming house not far away
and didn't have much family either. But
December 12, 1960

Christmas Reunion
Kathleen F. Aiken
she was always cheerful and dependable
and he was almost sure she loved him as
much as he had come to love her. He
longed to find out. But as he sat absently watching the flakes brushing
against the windowpane, the sickening
old feeling caught hold of him again.
How can I ever ask Vinnie to marry
me? he thought. I can't tell her anything about my family. Maybe I don't
even have a right to the name Becker.
Our children wouldn't know if they had
a lawful grandfather. And how would
they feel to think I was dumped at an
orphanage because my mother didn't
want to be bothered with me?
At the home when Wally used to taunt
him because he had no relatives visiting
him as the other children had, Richard
would put on a bold "don't care" attitude. But alone in his bed at night he
would suffer an agony of hurt and grief.
Perhaps that was the reason he had this
obsession, that he could never really be
happy until he knew something more
about his mother and family. He never
left off praying about this.
He was grateful for the prospect of a
happy day at the Welmiers, and after
church on Christmas morning he took
the bus to their home. All along the
way there was evidence of happy family
gatherings and he had to made a determined effort to forget these sights.
He was warmly greeted by the Wel-

miers and several of the Home children
who were also guests. The minister
and his wife whom Richard knew well
were also present and as he shook their
hands he was suddenly conscious of a
sense of expectancy in the air. There
seemed to be a whole houseful of people present and several cars parked in
front. He remembered seeing a car with
a small card which read PRESS as he
had come in.
Then Mrs. Welmier came forward.
"Richard, will you come into the den
with me? I want you to meet a friend."
His first thought was that one of his old
buddies had returned, perhaps Freddy
from California.
But as he stepped inside the room a
tired-looking, gray-haired lady arose
from a chair and started toward him.
There was a smile on her face which he
afterwards described as "heavenly."
"Richard, this is your mother," Mrs.
Welmier said and her voice choked with
excitement and tears as she realized
what the words would mean to them
both.
"Son, my prayers have been answered," the woman said stretching out
her hand.
Richard could only stare. Then they
sat down together on the studio couch.
A young woman standing nearby leaned
over and said, "I am Mildred."
(Continued on page thirteen)
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PREACHERS

The Main Subject of Our
Thoughts and Preaching
By Charles H. Spurgeon
The following sermon, by one who is called rest thou must have it from those
the "prince of preachers," even though de- pierced hands. If thou wouldest hear
livered nearly 70 years ago, is of up-to-date
quality, and we thought it would, he appre- absolution, it must be spoken from
those same lips which said so sweetly,
preciated by our ministry.
Page Editor "It is finished." God forbid that we
should know anything among sinners exPart I
cept Christ and Him crucified. Look to
"For I determined not to know any- Him, and Him only, and you shall find
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and rest unto your souls.
him crucified."—I Corinthians 2:2.
As for you, my brethren and sisters,
who know Christ, I have this to say to
ECAUSE Paul made the crucifixion of
Christ and His death for sinners his you: keep this to the front, and nothing
sole subject among the Corinthians, I else but this, for it is against this that
commend to you that we should all of the enemy rages. That part of the line
us make this the main subject of our of battle which is most fiercely assailed
by the enemy is sure to be that which
thoughts, preaching and efforts.
Unconverted men and women, to you he knows to be most important to carry.
I speak first. To you I have nothing else Men hate those they fear. The antagonto preach but Jesus Christ and Him ism of the enemies of the gospel is
crucified. Paul knew there were great mainly against the cross. From the very
sinners at Corinth, for it was common first it was so. They cried "Let him come
all over the then known world to call a down from the cross and we will believe
licentious man a Corinthian. They were
a people who pushed laxity and lasciviousness of manners to the greatest possible excess, yet among them Paul knew
KNOW YOUR MINISTERS
nothing but Christ and Him crucified,
because all that the greatest sinner can
possibly want is to be found there. You
CYRUS G. LUTZ
have nothing in yourself, sinner, and
you need not wish for anything to carry
ROM historic old Lancaster county,
to Jesus. You tell me you know nothing
Pa., (the birthplace of the Brethren
about the profound doctrines of the gos- in Christ Church) many useful and dedipel: you need not know them when cated leaders of our fellowship have
coming to Christ. The one thing you been forthcoming. Among these is Rev.
need to know is this, Jesus Christ, the Cyrus G. Lutz, who was first introduced
Son of God, came into the world to save to our world on December 31, 1906 in
sinners, and whosoever believeth in the area of the Manor Church near
him shall not perish, but have everlast- Mountville, Pa. Until he was 16 years of
ing life. I shall be glad for you to be age, he attended this church and many
further instructed in the faith, and to are the happy memories associated with
know the heights and depths of that his boyhood relations to this congregalove which passeth knowledge, but just tion. The fondest and most outstanding
now the one thing you require to know of these recollections is the occasion of
is Jesus Christ crucified, and if you never accepting Christ as his personal Saviour
get beyond that, if your mind should be and Lord at the age of ten. It was
of so feeble a cast that anything deeper about this time that his parents transthan this you should never be able to ferred their residence to Millersville, Pa.
grasp, I for one shall feel no distress For the next eleven years he, with his
whatever, for you will have found that family, were loyal and regular supwhich will deliver you from the power porters of the Lancaster Church.
of sin and from the punishment of it,
After completing High School and
and that which will take you up to heavfeeling the hand of God on his life
en to dwell where that same Jesus who
pointing to Christian service he enrolled
was crucified sits enthroned at the right
in the Bible English Course at Messiah
hand of God. Oh, dear broken heart,
College from which he graduated with
if thou wouldest find healing, it is in
the class of 1933. As the will of God
these wounds. If thou wouldest find
kept continually becoming more clear
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in him." They will write us pretty lives
of Christ and tell us what an excellent
man He was, and do our Lord such
homage as their Judas' lips can afford
Him; they Mali also take His sermon on
the mount and say what a wonderful insight He had into the human heart, and
what a splendid code of morals He
taught, and so on. "We will be Christians," say they, "but the dogma of
atonement we utterly reject." Our answer is, we do not care one farthing
what they have to say about our Master
if they deny His substitutionary sacrifice, whether they give Him wine or
vinegar is a small question so long as
they reject the claim of the Crucified.
The praises of unbelievers are sickening; who wants to hear polluted lips
lauding Him? Such sugared words are
very like those which came out of the
mouth of the devil when he said, "Thou
Son of the Highest," and Jesus rebuked
him and said, "Hold thy peace, and come
out of him." Even thus would we say
to unbelievers who extol Christ's life:
"Hold your peace! We know your
enmity, disguise it as you may. Jesus is
the Saviour of men or He is nothing; if
you will not have Christ crucified you
cannot have Him at all." My brethren in
Jesus, let us glory in the blood of Jesus,
let it be conspicuous as though it were

and explicit in
life he, with his
wife Barbara K.
Heisey whom he
married on August 25, 1934 accepted the call to
the pastorate of
the Refton, Pa.,
congregation in
January, 1935. In
this field they
served faithfully
for almost twenty-two years. Following
this they gave a short term of pastoral
care to the Bethel Church in Virginia,
and at this time are serving the Pejuea
congregation near Lancaster, Pa.
Bro. Lutz has served as the secretary
of the Ministerial and Examining Board
of our General Conference since 1949.
They made a comfortable home for
two boys who lost their own parents
early in life. One lived with them six
years; the other remained deeply attached to the home until he was married
and now has provided the Lutzes with
two welcome grandchildren.
We trust Bro. and Sr. Lutz will be
granted many years of continued usefulness to our beloved brotherhood and the
cause of Christ in general.
Evangelical Visitor

sprinkled upon the lintel and the two
side posts of our doors, and let the world
know that redemption by blood is written upon the innermost tablets of our
hearts.
Brethren, this is the test point of every
teacher. When a fish goes bad they say
it first stinks at the head, and certainly
when a preacher becomes heretical it is
always about Christ. If he is not clear
about Jesus crucified, and you hear one
sermon from him—that is your misfortune: but if you go and hear him again,
and hear another like the first, it will be
your fault: go a third time, and it will
be your crime. If any man be doubtful
about Christ crucified, recollect this
couplet, for it is a truth—
"You cannot be right in the rest,
Unless you think rightly of Him."
(To be continued)

Around the W o r l d
(Continued from page ten)
Family and friends in the homeland
do much to make the missionary's Christmas a happy one by sending letters,
cards, and gifts; and these are deeply
appreciated. But most delightful of all
is the experience of being among those
whom we have come to serve and the
joy of sharing with them the great gift
of God's love.
FORMOSA:

Bible-Word-Tickets
by Blanche Nelson
HEN we made a plea to friends in
W
the homeland for used Christmas
cards, the response was most gratifying.

We received boxes and boxes of cards.
However, there were not enough to give
cards regularly to all the children in our
five Sunday schools, although we cut
some of the cards into two or three
pieces.
The children were eager to receive
the cards, and it was an excellent opportunity to get Scriptures verses into the
homes. But we wanted every child to
know the Word for himself and every
home to be reached. How could we do
that?
It was then that we began our "BibleWord-Tickets" plan. Each week we
mimeographed the Sunday's golden text
on little slips of colored paper, which
were given as awards for attendance.
Three tickets were rewarded by a
Christmas card, six by a small book, and
nine by a larger Bible picture book.
Teachers and pupils alike responded to
the new plan with enthusiasm.
Last Sunday I noticed one little girl
who literally had a fist full of tickets:
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yellow, red, and green. She had already
received her Christmas card and her
small book. Now she needed only one
more to earn the Bible picture book.
The eight "Bible-Word-Tickets" were a
bit crumpled, but they were there and
precious to her and us. It meant that
the Word of God had been brought to
another child's heart and home.

Christmas Reunion
(Continued from page eleven)
Mrs. Welmier added, "This is your
sister."
Richard did not know what to say
and couldn't have said it had he known.
The corners of his mouth kept curving
into a big happy grin. His mother said
several times, simply, "My, oh my."
"You know we had just about given
up hope that we could ever locate her,"
began Mrs. Welmier. "But I didn't tell
you, for I was afraid it would be another disappointment for you. But a
columnist in the Standard wrote a human interest article about our search and
used your mother's name. That was in
August. Some reader remembered that
name and gave us some clues. We had
quite a time tracking them down but we
finally found her, you see."
Mrs. Becker smiled at Richard. "A
man like you," she sighed. "The little
fellow I saw last—"
Richard said in a shocked voice, "A
mother and a sister—and I didn't have
anybody." Then he had to say it.
"Why did you leave me at the orphan's
home?"
"It was the hardest thing I ever had
to do," and her weary eyes looked sad.
"You had a good father. He died two
years before that. We had nothing.
Aunt Minnie, my only relative, took care
of you and Mildred, while I worked in
a restaurant. But it was in the middle
of the depression and I lost my job. I
hunted and hunted for work. Finally I
got sick and Aunt Minnie tried to take
care of us, but she was old and the
neighbors complained that you children
were neglected. Finally, we knew it
had to be done."
Mrs. Becker's head dropped as she
continued. "I took you to that Home
but I made up my mind I would get
you out as soon as I got better. The
next day I went into the sanitarium. I
stayed five months. After I got out
Aunt Minnie died and Mildred and I
got along on my relief check. I wasn't
encouraged to visit the Home in those
days and I thought I might give you TB.
They said it would only make you cry
again if I visited you."
Richard stroked his mother's hand.
"You went through more than I did."

"When I got so I could work," his
mother continued, "I was a maid for a
family for quite a while. I was able to
save a little money. I was so anxious to
see you and decided to try to get you out
then. But I couldn't find you. You know
they closed the place where I had taken
you and I knew nothing about your being transferred to the other place. I tried
but I couldn't find any records about
you. I prayed day and night to find
you."
"Mother." Richard said the word
proudly and it sounded good. "After
all these hard years now we can be
happy together."
"Now that I've found you I will be.
I'm getting along good now. Mildred
has a fine man. I work in a little grill
near her apartment and I have a room
in the same building with them. But
the dearest wish of my heart was to
find my boy."
For a moment no one spoke. Richard's
heart was full. He wanted to thank
Mildred for being good to his mother.
He wanted to thank Mr. and Mrs. Welmier and their friends for finding them.
He wanted to thank his mother for not
forgetting him and for loving him all
these years. He wanted to thank God
that they were all together again and
that he didn't need to be ashamed of
his family and that he could soon tell
Vinnie all about it. But Richard was
not an articulate man. All he could say
was "It's good not to be lonely anymore.
A family is the best Christmas gift."
—Englewood, Ohio. This story surrounds a
true incident in one of our Children's
Homes.

HURCH NEWS
BULLETIN-BITS
Lancaster, Pa., reports a Sunday school average attendance in October of 173.6; average
attendance in worship service, 202.
Christ's Crusaders of the Amherst Community Church, Massillon, Ohio sponsored the
Sunday evening service, November 6, with Mrs.
Ida Davis, Ashland, Ohio as guest speaker. Mrs.
Davis spoke and showed pictures of her recent
trip to Europe and the Holy Land.
Rev. and Mrs. Byrl Sessions and Al Smith
presented the morning worship service at Mt.
Rock, Pa., Sunday, November 6. The Sessions
are known as "The Voice of the Hills" from
Fairmount, W. Va., currently working at Mt.
Rose Bible Conference in New York. Al Smith
is the well-known vocalist and compiler of
Singspiration.
Joe Lehman, Conestoga, Pa., Atlantic Conference member on the national Men's Fellowship Committee, met with the men of the Palmyra, Pa., Church, Saturday evening, November 19. An election of officers was held
for a Men's fellowship in the congregation.
Christian Union Church, Garrett, Indiana
was host to the local Community Thanksgiving
Service, Tuesday evening, November 22. Glenn
Mulligan was guest speaker.
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A ground-breaking service for an addition to
the Green Springs, Pa. church was held Sunday, November 27. Bishop Charlie B. Byers
was the guest speaker.
John D. Brubaker of the Conoy Congregation, Pa., left recently to give a term in Pax
service in Europe.
At their Thanksgiving service, the Air Hill
Congregation, Pa., received food donations
which were then given to Earl Lehmans who
serve at Sherman's Valley, Pa.

A Christian Home Conference was held November 6. Glenn Crago, a Church of the
Brethren minister from Neffsville, Pa.; Samuel
S. Wenger, an attorney from Lancaster, Pa.,
Henry A. Cinder, bishop of the Atlantic Conference, and David Eshelman currently serving as Youth director for the congregation,
were our guests for this occasion. The Conference proved to be very helpful and stimulating.

Fairview, Ohio reports three choirs in the
congregation: Cherub Choir, age six to nine,
director, Marjone iNiesley; Junior Choir, age
ten to thirteen, director, Doris Martin; Youth
Choir, age fourteen and up, director, Raymond
Niesley.

A N INVALID SISTER W R I T E S :

Pastor Donald Shafer, Elizabethtown, Pa.,
was guest speaker for the Community Thanksgiving service held in the Christ Lutheran
Church.
The Walsingham Congregation,
Ontario
reports a redecorating ot the church building
in October. The floor, heretofore unfinished,
was sanded and varnished. The old finish was
removed from the pews and new stain and
varnish add to their attractiveness. A beautiful new mahogany plywood finish was placed
on the lower part of the wall around the building. The sanctuary now presents an inviting
and attractive appearance.
GUEST SPEAKERS

Ida Davis at Valley Chapel, Ohio, Sunday
evening, November 20; the Bob Atwoods at
Conoy, Pa., Sunday evening, November 20;
Asa W . Climenhaga at Hollowell, Pa., Sunday,
November 27; LeRoy Walters at New Guilford, Pa., Sunday evening, November 13; J.
Earl Martin at Maytown, Pa., Sunday evening,
November 20; Arthur Climenhaga at Chestnut
Grove, Ohio, Sunday morning, November 13;
Henry Berg at Crossroads, Pa., Sunday evening
Crusader service, November 13; Rupert Turman at Souderton, Pa., Thanksgiving service,
8:30 A.M. November 24; Gladys Lehman at
Silverdale, Pa., Sunday, November 27; Dr. Milford Henkel of Malone College, Canton, Ohio
at Amherst Community Church, Ohio, Sunday
morning, November 6; John Retherford at
Bethel Church, Cassopolis, Michigan, Sunday
evening, October 30; Jesse Oldham at Antrim,
Pa., Sunday evening, November 6; Arthur
Climenh.iga at Crossroads, Pa., Thanksgiving
morning, November 24; Herbert Hoover at
Hollowell, Pa., Sunday evening, November 13.
REVIVAL MEETINGS

John Byers, Chambersburg, Pa., at Gratersford, Pa., November 20 to December 4; Carl
Ulery, Springfield, Ohio at Bethel Church, Cassopolis, Michigan, November 9 to 20; Joe VanderVeer, Pontiac, Michigan, beginning November 9 at Dayton, Ohio; Alvin Burkholder, Upland, California at the Upland Church, November 13 to 20; Gerald Wingert, Orlando,
Florida, beginning November 6 at Air Hill,
Pa.; Harry Hock, Leonard, Michigan at Springfield, Ohio, beginning October 23; Barton Starr,
Chambersburg, Pa., at South Mountain Chapel,
Pa., November 20 to Dec. 3; V. K. Snyder of
Bethel College at the Village Church, Nappanee, Indiana, Nov. 13-20; Ralph Palmer,
Merrill, Michigan at Union Grove, Indiana,
November 20-December 4.
LANCASTER, P A . DEDICATES N E W PARSONAGE

About 140 people assembled on a beautiful
Sunday afternoon in October to dedicate our
newly-built parsonage. Pastor Hostetter was
assisted in the service by the co-pastor, Clair
Shenk, and B. E. Thuma representing the Atlantic Conference. Bro. Thuma presented the
message of dedication. The service was followed by open house in the parsonage.
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happy to report that we had good results in this
Forward Campaign for which we praise the
Lord.
On Sunday evening, November 6, we bombarded Bishop Charlie Byers, Dr. C. O. Wittlinger and Rev. Glenn Cinder with questions
via the pen and a question box. These men
carefully and prayerfully gave scriptural answers to each question. Afterwards Bishop
Byers gave a short message important to our
times.
Our new church is almost completed and we
expect to be in the new sanctuary by December.

Rev. B. E. Thuma, Secretary of the Atlantic
Conference, speaks Dedication Meditation at
Lancaster, Pa., parsonage dedication. Pastor
Lane Hostetter, left, had charge of the
service, assisted by Clair Shenk.

Hillsville, Va.
I thank the Lord for Pastor Leon Herr and
his wife who visit me regularly. This is so
helpful and such an encouragement to me.
I sit on my chair all day long and while I
suffer in body, my trust is in the Lord. How
dark and discouraging life would be were it
not for our blessed Lord and Saviour and the
interest and kindness of Christian friends. The
cards and letters that I received in times past
from friends of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR family have been such an encouragement. I will
appreciate remembrances in cards and letters
over Christmas again this year. May I ask for
a continued interest in your prayers?
Yours in Jesus' name,
Alice Phillips
R. 1, Box 126
Hillsville, Va.

CARLAND, MICHIGAN

Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Stickley moved here
to Carland on August 29, 1960. They were installed into the pastorate Sunday, September 11
by the Regional Conference Bishop, Carl Ulery.
W e conducted a special week of services,
spiritual emphasis week, October 16 to 23.
The attendance was better than it h i s been
for years. We appreciated the warm and encouraging ministry of Bishop Henry Cinder.
There were two who made decisions to live
for Christ.
A representative of the Gideons spoke to us
November 13. We were interested to know
that since 1908 the Gideons have distributed
more than 45 million Bibles and Testaments.
W e were glad to share with them in the
promotion of this work.
FAIRLAND CHURCH, P A .

Missionary Conference: The Fairland and
Palmyra churches sponsored a joint Missionary Conference on September 25 with Fairland as the host church. The missionaiy personnel consisted of Miss Beulah Arnold, Barjora Mission, India; Rev. and Mrs. A. G. Brubaker, Jr., Nahumba Mission, Africa; Miss
Ruth Bergert, Oriental Missionary Society; Miss
Nancy Kreider, Mtshabezi Mission, Africa;
George Paulus, Jr., M.D., Madhipura Mission,
India; Mr. Jacob Kuhns, Asst. Secy, of World
Missions, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Week of Evangelism: Dr. Bob Finley, coworker with Bob Pierce in the Korean Revival
and President of International Students, Inc.,
was the speaker for this campaign. His messages were striking in their simplicity and
forceful in their content. The hearer cannot
remain the same in his attitude to God and
to suffering humanity after listening to this
man of God who is a "foreign missionary" in
America.
FIVE FORKS, P A .

Rev. Paul McBeth was our guest speaker
on the opening Sunday of the Forward Campaign. After a fellowship dinner with the
teachers and officers of the Sunday school, he
spoke to us about this important field, giving
us pointers strategic to this work. W e are
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Rev. Charles Rickel, left, receives Shepherd's
staff from the retiring pastor, Rev. Monroe
Book at Bethel, Kansas.
BETHEL, KANSAS INSTALLS N E W PASTOR

Sunday morning, Oct. 23 the Bethel congregation in Kansas said farewell to their faithful
pastor Bro. Monroe Book who served us for
three years. In saying farewell we were happy
to welcome Bro. and Sr. Charles Rickel as his
successor.
Bishop Burkholder conducted the installation
service after which a basket dinner was enjoyed by many neighbors and friends.
After dinner we had an informal get-acquainted meeting during which Bro. Book bade
his successor God's success and challenged him
by presenting a shepherd's crook. This was to
represent his responsibility to shepherd the
flock at Bethel which consists of sheep and
many lambs to be fed and led in the riches
of God's pastures.
Mrs. Eldon Engle
W.M.P.C. RETREAT

The Women's Missionary Prayer Circle of
Upland, California, held a retreat on November 1, 1960 in the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church. Many guests from other circles were
in attendance.
The morning session was in charge of Mrs.
Alice Buckwalter, president of the Upland
Circle. Mrs. Thelma Book, a returned missionary from Japan, used Psalm 51:10 as the
basis for our devotional period.

Evangelical Visitor

Our guest speaker for the day was Mrs.
Erma Maust from Pennsylvania. In her own
unique way she took us through some of the
experiences of her life, telling us: "How God
Lead." Oneness of God, His Son, and the Holy
Spirit was shown—then oneness in the home
between husband and wife and family, and
with the Church and others.
W e enjoyed a delicious salad luncheon during the noon hour in Arrow Cottage, after
which we again assembled in the Sanctuary
with Mrs. Ruth Dourte as Chairman. Devotional leader for this session was Mrs. Catherine
Trautwein from Pasadena using the theme of
Thanksgiving. Mrs. Wayne Book from Sunnymead served as chorister.
Mrs. Maust then brought to us many beautiful, workable ways of obeying and pleasing
our Heavenly Father.
In the evening session Mrs. Henry G. Brubaker led in the devotions, using Matthew 6,
and pointing out the fact that The Lord's
Prayer is more than a prayer. It is a pattern
for prayer.
In her concluding message, Mrs. Maust used
the story of Zaccheus, Luke 19, as a picture of
our trying to "climb u p " to see Jesus, when in
reality we must "come down" to see Him.
Special music was provided by the Chino
and Upland Circles. The presence of the Lord
was manifest throughout the day.
Edith France
ONTARIO CHILDREN'S C A M P ,
A GREAT OCCASION

It was a great day for the Ontario Brethren
in C h i s t churches when they decided to conduct their first Children's Camp at Fraser Lake,
the summer of 1959. This camp site is owned
and operated by the Mennonite churches of
Toronto and is situated about eighty miles
northeast of Peterboro.
The first two weeks of July our camp was
conducted with a near capacity of happy
campers. There was a hearty response of children from nine to fifteen years of age, with one
week of camp each for the boys and the girls.
God's presence has been very keenly felt in
this new venture. Again this year, an excellent
calibre of counsellors was available.
Camp
has been an experience of spiritual growth and
enrichment for them also.
"This is my Father's world" sang the boys
and girls over and over and this gave a clue
as to the setting in which God worked. Here,
close to nature as our Creator made it, one had
a sense of the nearness of God in an unique
way, not soon to be forgotten.
Children came together from different family
backgrounds and environments for the selfsame reason: to relax, to have fun and fellowship, and most important of all, to meet
Jesus Christ—for some as Saviour, for others
to grow in Him.
The morning classes seemed to be a very
important time of the day to counsellors and
campers alike. One counsellor expressed himself this way: "I can never forget the class
period on the day of our trip to the mines.
While we sat under the shade of a tree it was
like being with Jesus as He taught His disciples
and as they heard the truth of God gladly."
The children entered into and enjoyed the
domestic chores of camp life, the tent and
grounds clean-up, their turn at washing dishes.
Here they co-operated in work, play and worship. Their willingness toward these menial
tasks reminds one of the words of Paul when
he said, "Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as
unto the Lord."
The highlight of each day was the evening
campfire vesper service. The Presence of the
Divine was evident and hovered so preciously
near as the choruses were sung and the Word
read. Hearts were opened as the Holy Spirit
spoke. Thsy readily responded to the call of
the Spirit and the prayer tent was a place
where sin was confessed and repentpd of and
newborn creatures in Christ came forth with
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W o r l d Missions
Africa
General Superintendent's Residence: P. O. Box
711, Bwawayo, Southern Rhodesia, Africa
Bishop and Mrs. David Climenhaga
Miss Lois P. Davidson
Cornelius Musser
Marshall Poe
SOUTHERN RHODESIA

Bulawayo Mission and Missionary Children's
Hostel, 40 Leander Avenue, Hillside, Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stem
Miss Martha M. Long"
Matopo Mission: Private Bag 191T,
Bulawayo,
Southern Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. J. Earl Musser
Rev. and Mrs. Jacob R. Shenk
Miss Florence R. Hensel
Miss Elva F . Lyons
Miss Dorothy M. Martin
Miss Eva Mae Meihorn
Miss Mildred E. Myers
Miss Eva Mae Peters
Matopo Outstations: Private Bag 201T, Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. J. Robert Lehman
Mtshabezi Mission: Private Bag 102M, Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia, Africa
Mission Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn C. Frey
Rev. and Mrs. Alvin J. Book
Mr. and Mrs. Lester C. Fretz*
Miss Mary C. Engle
Miss Anna J. Graybill
Miss Miriam Heise
Miss Ruth E. Hock
Miss Edna M. Switzer
OutstaiLm Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. Albert R. Harvey
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital: Private Bag 101M,
Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia, Africa
Dr. and Mrs. Myron Stern"
Miss Helen R. Pyke*
Phumula Mission (West Gwaai S.N.A.): P. O.
Tjototjo, Southern Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. George Bundy
Rev. and Mrs. Frederic L. Holland
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman
Miss Rhoda G. Lenhert
Wanezi Mission: Private Bag 129S,
Bulawayo,
Southern Rhodesia, Africa
Mission Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. J. Elwood Hershey
Miss Kathryn Hossler
Miss Erma Lehman
Mr. Curtis R. Nissly"
Miss Anna R. Wolgemuth
Bible Institute Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. Titus Books
Miss F . Mabel Frey
Outstation Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. Donald R. Zook
NORTHERN RHODESIA

Macha Mission: Private Bag, Choma, Norther*
Rhodesia, Africa
Mission Staff:
Rev. and Mrs. Lewis B. Sider
Miss Dorothy J. Gish
Miss Edith E. Miller
Hospital Staff:
Dr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Thuma
Miss Norma G. Brubaker
Miss Edna E. Lehman
Mr. Jaye I. Meyers 0
Nahumba Mission: P.O. Box 173,
Choma,
Northern Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. H. Frank Kipe
Sikalongo Mission: P. O. Box 131,
Choma,
Northern Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. George Kiblei
Miss Mary E. Heisey
Kafue Training Institute: P. O. Box 23, Kafue,
Northern Rhodesia,
Africa
Miss Anna L. Kettering

David Livingstone Teacher Training College:
Private Bag 1, Livingstone, Northern Rhodesia, Africa
Miss Fannie Longenecker
India
General Superintendent's Residence, Saharsa
Mission: P. O. Saharsa,
N. E.
Railway.
District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. William Hoke
Rev. and Mrs. Allen S. Buckwalter
Miss Esther G. Book
Miss Mary E. Stoner
Miss Leora G. Yoder
Barjora Mission: P. O. Barjora via Murliganj
N. E. Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur I,. Pye
Miss Ruth E. Book
Madhipura Mission: P. O. Madhipura, N.
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Miss Erma Z. Hare
Dr. and Mrs. Lowell Mann
Miss Mary Jane Shoalts

E.

Banmankhi Mission: P.O. Banmankhi, N. E
Railway, District Purnea, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. Charles E. Engle
Purnea Mission: P. O. Purnea, N. E. Railway,
District Purnea, Bihar, India, in charge of
Rev. Charles E. Engle
Ulubaria Mission: P. O. Vlubaria,
District
Howrah, West Bengal, India
Rev. and Mrs. A. D . M. Dick
"Anand Bhawan," 5/3 Roop Nagar, Delhi, India
Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Smith
Japan
122 Yamamoto-dori,
4 Chome,
Ikuta-Ku,
Kobe, Japan
Rev. and Mrs. Peter A. Willms
Edna Wingerd
2179 Higashi Fukagawa, Nagato-shi,
Yamaguchi-ken, Japan
Rev. and Mrs. John W. Graybill
Cuba
Cuatro Caminos, Habana Province, Cuba
Rev. and Mrs. Howard Wolgemuth
Missionaries on Furlough
Bishop and Mrs. Arthur Climenhaga, Grantham, Penna.
Rev. and Mrs. Graybill Brubaker, R.D.I, Box
228, Roaring Springs, Penna.
Miss Velma Brillinger, Gormley, Ontario,
Canada
Dr. and Mrs. George Paulus, Dillsburg, Pa.
Rev. and Mrs. Jesse F . Lady, Grantham, Pa.
Miss Ruth Hunt, Washington Boro, Pa.
Miss Nancy Kreider, Box 490, R. D . 2, Palmyra, Penna.
Miss Gladys Lehman, c/o Simon Lehman,
R.D. 1, Carlisle, Penna.
Miss Beulah Arnold, c/o Oscar Arnold.
Knifley, Ky.
Rev. and Mrs. Doyle C. Book, 247 Euclid
Place, Upland, Calif.
Miss Martha L. Lady, Abilene, Kansas
*1-W and voluntary service workers

C o n t r i b u t i o n s to Missions A b r o a d
send to:
BRETHREN IN CHRIST C H U R C H

Office of the Treasurer
c / o Henry N. Hostetter
Washington Boro, Penna.
Contributions to Missions in A m e r i c a
send to:
Andrew Slagenweit
West Milton, Ohio
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newfound joy and peace. Here the counsellors
prayed with the seekers for whom they had
been burdened. Many first-time decisions were
made, covenants were renewed and a general
deepening of the faith of the boys and girls
who had been walking with Jesus for awhile.
Someone said that camp affords a setting in
which God can work more freely than perhaps
in any other of our Christian endeavors. And
why not, when consecrated young people dedicate and concentrate their efforts to so worthwhile a cause, and when God's people and
parents combine their prayers at home? Thus
an atmosphere is created that is very captivating, God's presence is real and it is easy to
seek the Lord.
Again our heartstrings were pulled as these
eager, jubilant, yet sincere children returned to
their homes. Our prayers follow them that they
may be nurtured in the Lord and that they follow on to know Him more fully and to experience spiritual growth as they conscientiously continue their walk with the Lord.
A. W. H.

Sto&tA
BRILLINGER—Laurie Joan, born to Mr. and
Mrs. Eldon Brillinger, Nov. 10, 1960, Heise
Hill congregation, Ontario.
SIDER—David Neal, b o m to Mr. and Mrs.
Neal Sider, September 16, 1960, Wainfleet,
Ontario, congregation.
KELLER—Joy Renee, fourth daughter, born
to John J. and Esther Keller, November 8,
1960, Dallas Center congregation, Iowa.
STICKLEY—Sharon Annette, born to Rev. and
Mrs. Harvey Stickley, November 4, 1960, Carland congregation, Michigan.
DENGLER—Vanessa Elaine, born to Mr. and
Mrs. Frantz Dengler, Lebanon, Pa., October
28, 1960, Fairland congregation, Pa.

ip%d^€§4
CHESTNUT-ROMBERGER — Miss Beverly J.
Romberger, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Marlin
Romberger, became the bride of Mr. Lee
Chestnut, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Chestnut
of Newville, Pa., Saturday, November 5, 1960.
The wedding took place at the Messiah Gollege
Auditorium and the ceremony was performed
by Rev. Ralph Wenger of the Five Forks congregation, Pa.

0S$mM®4
LOWE—Mrs. Liddie Pearl Lowe died at her
late residence in Hopewell Township, Pa., October 31, 1960. She was born March 14, 1888.
On March 28, 1908 she was united in marriage
with Isaac W. Lowe who died May 4, 1953.
Three children, Mrs. Alice Risbon, Mrs. Norman Foster, and James B. Lowe, together with
ten grandchildren and six great-grandchildren
survive. Surviving are also three brothers and
four sisters.
She was converted at the Cypher Christian
Church under the ministry of Rev. Harry A.
Fink while holding a revival campaign in this
church.
Funeral services were held November 3 at
the Ray's Cove Christian Church, Rev. Harry A.
Fink officiating. Interment was in the Ray's
Cove Cemetery.
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MOOA/ms
T W E N T Y OUTGOING WORKERS COMMISSIONED

Akron, Pa. (MCC)—A commissioning service
for 20 outgoing MCC workers was held at the
East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church, Lancaster, on Sunday evening, Nov. 6. Noah G.
Good, dean of Lancaster Mennonite School,
gave the commissioning message on the topic
"Christian Youth Serving, Witnessing and
Living." The 20 workers attended orientation
school at Akron headquarters Oct. 26-Nov. 8.

PAX AND FOREIGN R E L I E F WORKERS

Assigned to the Pax program in Europe are
John Brubaker, Eliza bethtown, Pa.; John
Driedger, Leamington, Ont.; and Robert Unrau,
Wichita, Kans. They will receive specific assignments after arriving in Europe.
Bruce Becker, Kitchener, Ont., has been assigned to the Trans-Chaco Roadway project in
Paraguay, Waldo Neufeld, Margaret, Man.,
and Glenn Slabaugh, Bremen, Ind., will work
with Le Tourneau in Liberia.
Two members of the school will go into
foreign relief service as nurses. Mary Miller,
R.N., Goshen, Ind., will go to Vietnam and
Lydia Schlabach, R.N., La Junta, Colo., will
go to Korea.
HOSTETTER REPORTS AFRICAN
INTEREST IN PACIFISM

Akron, Pa. (MCC)—Henry Hostetter, now
traveling in Africa in the interests of the MCC
Peace Section and the Mennonite Brethren and
Brethren in Christ mission boards, reports increasing interest in Christian pacifism among
the church members in Africa.
After a discussion of the work of MCC and
the Peace Section with the Executive Committee of the Southern Rhodesian Church, Hostetter wrote, "They are deeply interested in this
total witness and ministry. There is definite
interest in specific teaching and Bible study in
the area of the peace witness and the relationship of the church to the world and governments. There are certain Africans who will be
wanting to see what the next step will be in
the progress of closer cooperation and an increased peace witness."
Hostetter has visited churches in Northern
and Southern Rhodesia, the Congo, Ghana and
Nigeria, and is now in East Africa.
INCREASED W I T N E S S PLANNED
BY PEACE SECTION

Akron, Pa. ( M C C ) - M e m b e r s of the MCC
Peace Section Executive Committee, meeting here on Nov. 10, planned for further extension of the peace witness in East Asia,
Europe and southern United States.
Paul Peachey, recently returned from Japan,
reported on Peace Section work in the Far
East. Following his report, the committee discussed possibilities for further peace work in
East Asia.
Harold S. Bender reported on his representation of Peace Section interest in Europe during the past summer. The Peace Section is
working toward placement of a regular peace
worker in Europe in the near future.
MCC

TO AID JORDANIAN BEDOUINS

Major program changes in Jordan and Berlin
are among recommendations resulting from
the recent visit of William T. Snyder, MCC
executive secretary, to MCC projects in Europe,
the Middle East and North Africa.

Reports and recommendations growing out
of Snyder's trip were considered at the MCC
Executive Committee meeting Nov. 18 and 19.
In Jordan, where MCC is working with refugees in the Jericho area, aid will also be extended to the Bedouin tribes in Southeast Jordan. Because of a four-year-old drought these
tribes are in greater need than the refugees
untler the mandate of UNRWA. "The government of Jordan is concerned about the needs
of the Bedouin, but few relief agencies are interested in them," he said.
A three-year project will be opened in the
Maan area of Southeast Jordan to provide relief and medical aid to the Bedouin, with the
possibility of a rehabilitation program when
the present drought ends. This program will
require a medical doctor and a nurse in addition to relief personnel.
In evaluating the present Jordan program
Snyder said, "Our people are constantly wrestling with the possibilities of communicating to
the Moslems the convictions that motivate us
as Christian people in coming to help them 'in
the name of Christ.' " However, he added, "I
came from Jordan feeling that our witness is
known and appreciated from the King to the
man in the street. Wherever we went there
was the warmest attitude toward our workers."
In the city of Berlin, which he describes as
"outwardly calm but inwardly anxious," a shift
in the refugee situation has necessitated an
accommodation on the part of the MCC program. An increasing number of the refugees
coming from East Berlin are young single people, many of whom go on to West Germany.
It is feared that if young people do not stay
in the city, Berlin will become a city of old
people; therefore, the present policy of the
government is to induce them to stay.
To help meet the needs presented by this
influx of young refugees, MCC will gradually
change its present Hammersteinstrasse home for
mothers and children to one for single girls
aged 14-24.
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KENNEDY ESTABLISHES CHURCH
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Publicized attendance of the President at
Sunday church services will end after Jan. 20.
President-elect Kennedy's policy will be
never to announce in advance the time or place
at which he will attend Mass.
Reporters, if they ask, will be told after he
has returned to the White House. ( E P )
FIVE DENOMINATIONS JOIN FORCES
TO ISSUE YOUTH QUARTERLY

The first issue of Aldersgate Teen Topics, an
interdenominational
quarterly for
holiness
youth, will be distributed early in 1961.
A digest-sized, 64-page magazine, it will
contain articles of interest to youth, aged 12 to
18, and 13 suggested full-length programs for
Sunday evening meetings. It also will present
ideas about recreational activities and plans
for increasing membership.
The publication will mark the first time in
their history that five U. S. Protestant evangelical denominations have united in a writingediting-publishing project. The magazine is the
result of two years' study and work by a committee representing the denominations.

